Taking the Next Step…Church as it Should Be”

(The Book of Acts)

How God is at work in the world through professing Christians….His life in me and you. Does that make a difference

The core values of the Nazarene church:

1. We are a Christian People...in a personal and loving relationship with Jesus.

2. We are a Missional People...sent forth to share Jesus with the World.

3. We are a Holiness People ..sharing Jesus’life  

4. OTHERS—Our Vision and Mission

KEY EVENTS IN THE EARLY CHURCH: Historical Overview

1.)  The earthly ministry of Jesus is over—he ascends to heaven.
RESULT = PURPOSE  (Acts 1:1-8)

· They’ve just spent 40 days with Jesus—He’s instructed them called them to prayer and to receive the promised gift of the Father.

· They would become in essence the very Presence of Jesus. There would be something very distinctively different about them.

· They would literally become witnesses of the “Risen Savior –Jesus Alive. 
· For that to happen they would have to experience Jesus in a personal and significant way.

2.)  The Holy Spirit descended on believers.
· They need to have a sense of personal involvement in what Jesus has said.

· In order for that to happen they need something beyond themselves.

RESULT = POWER  -  (Acts 2:1-4)

The Holy Spirit empowered Peter with a message of  proclamation that would literally impact thousands.

· Here’s a Peter who is different

· Here’s a Peter who is dynamic

· Here’s a Peter who is distinctive

God’s Power was incarnated into him. He was literally a Christ-like person

.

· He “thinks differently” and acts distinctively different.

· He is the visible Presence of Jesus—Wow!!!!!

3.)  The believers became confident, loving and faithful.

· They have a completely different attitude.

· They act in a different manner.

· Something happened inside of them.

                         RESULT = PASSION  -  (Acts 2: 42-27)

Before Christ sent the church into the world, He sent the Spirit into the church.

The only way the church can IMPACT the world is through a people who have been  filled with God’s Spirit.

Out of the sacrifice of  ONE came MANY.

3,000 new converts received Jesus as Savior—Wow!

What happened to them?
They received the promised gift of the Father: the H.S.

IMPLICATIONS:  “Bringing Others into the Family of God”

1) Connects with Other believers

They were united in a common task…..PEOPLE who loved each other.

They called about everyone.

They were a community of faith..faithing together in this task of witnessing.

      2.)  Meets needs of OTHERS in LOVE.

Prayers were being answered

Needs were being met

Possessions were being shared 

Lives were being shared

      3.) Devotes oneself to LEARNING.

   Everyday they were in God’s word.

   Everyday they were meeting together

   Through the word of God they would learn what God expected of them.

   They never questioned the authority of the Apostle’s

   They didn’t do their own thing

   They were obedient to the Word of God…the TRUTH was shared.

      4.) Participates in people being SAVED.

Everything they did was about the salvation of the lost..witnessing to OTHERS

Everything they said was for the sake of Jesus’ Name

Everyday someone was being converted – saved. Wow!

      5.) Celebrates God in Worship.

Remember they didn’t have a “building” like we have.

What they did have was a place of worshipping together.

Whether in a home or a street corner…They praised God together.

Eventually, the Church Buildings evolved, but only for the purpose of praising, training and equipping center….so we could become more effective.

God’s condescending grace makes a difference: Transformation is what God desires.

Go – “make disciples” is a very clear commandment, not a suggestion.

ONE LAST THOUGHT:  These disciples gave their All

“If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and pick up his cross dailoy and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)

A life that’s all about Jesus is a Life that is directed by the power and Presence of God’s Spirit. It was available for the early church, and it’s available today.

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever can.”

· John WesleyYOU SEE GOD HAS DESIGNED US TO BECOME THE PERSONAL EXPRESSION OF JESUS CHRIST.

