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NORTH ARKANSAS DISTRICT NMI

February, 2011




“My prayer for you is that you may have still more love—a love that is full of knowledge and wise insight. I want you to be able always to recognize the highest and the best, and to live sincere and blameless lives until the day of Jesus Christ. I want to see your lives full of true goodness, produced by the power that Jesus Christ gives you to the praise and glory of God.”   Philippians 1:9-11

J.B. Phillips New Testament (PHILLIPS)
Are you aware of the significance of the little prayer logo at the top of this column?  It was inspired by the picture presented in Revelation 5:8 of the “golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”  The incense is rising from the bowl into the very presence of God.  But there is a secret to keeping the incense rising.  We must keep a flame burning under the bowl.  How is that flame burning in the bowls of our hearts?  Prayer is essential to the success of the Mission, and if that is so we must make prayer a priority in our lives.  Sometimes the needs overwhelm us and we don’t know where to begin to pray.  Here are some suggestions.  Pray for:
1. The persecuted Church, brother and sisters suffering for the faith, and sometimes laying their lives down for their faith.

2. The suffering Church, suffering the effects of natural disasters – floods, famines, etc.

3. Our missionaries and national workers, representing us wherever they are.

4. Revival, around the world, to be sure, but especially here in America, where the forces of secularism and hedonism have permeated our society to the point of destruction.

5. Holiness revival, in the Church of the Nazarene – that we will get back to our roots and begin to proclaim again with clarity and conviction the truths of heart holiness or entire sanctification.

6. Our struggling churches, that they will experience a rebirth of the vision that brought them into existence in the first place.
7. For each other, that we will follow the admonition of Paul to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).
There is a limitless reservoir of prayer needs that you can access through the Prayer Mobilization Line.  If you have not yet subscribed, do so today.  

[image: image6.wmf]



       


       Where your treasure is
                               How’s Your Heart?



  


There will your heart be also.
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“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written:

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.’”             2 Corinthians 9:6-9(NIV)
The Scriptures are clear.  God blesses a generous heart and pocket book.  The above reference pertains to the collection of funds for the needs of the Christians in Judea.  And you thought money raising was a modern idea!  Our goal this year is to be 100% in giving to the World Evangelism Fund.  In order for you to be 100% your goal is to give 5.5% of your total local income to the WEF.  YOU CAN DO IT!  Years ago at children’s camp, I can remember singing a little song that said, “Jesus first, your own self last, and others in between.”

The acronym is:


J – Jesus


O – Others 


Y – Yourself 

And the lesson was simple.  The way to find real joy was to do just that – put Jesus first, then others, then yourself.  If it works for individuals it works for churches.  
Some of you are well on the way to becoming Priority One churches and World Evangelism churches, giving 5.5% to World Evangelism.  Others are already World Evangelism Churches of Excellence, giving 5.7%.  And some of you are well on the way to becoming Mission 10% churches.  How do you know where you stand?  It’s simple.  Take the total monies raised for all purposes, and deduct the monies given to World Missions.  Your goal is at to give at least 5.5% of that total to World Evangelism.  Awards will be given at the District NMI Convention for:

1.
Priority One Churches – you are Praying, Discipling, Giving and Educating.

2.
World Evangelism Churches – 5.5% giving to World Evangelism.

3.
World Evangelism Churches of Excellence – 5.7% giving to World Evangelism.

4.
Mission 10% Churches – 10% giving to World Evangelism.

And if you give more, we’ll award you for that.

So let’s be generous and cheerful and be a part of the greatest Mission in the world – taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him, and “Making Christlike Disciples in the Nations.”

[image: image8.jpg]@D\SCIPLING
S/










Speaking of making disciples, Jesus said:

 “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”               Matthew 28:19-20
New International Version
The only way to preserve the Church for the next generation is to make disciples.  Paul wrote to Timothy:
The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also (2 Timothy2:2).
That is the purpose of discipleship – to teach some-one who will teach someone else, who will teach someone else until the Lord returns.  Who are you discipling?
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Educating is more than a monthly NMI meeting.  It is the ongoing effort to get material into the hands of our people to make them aware of The Mission.  This is done through the reading books, video presentations during services, as well as formal times of teaching.  Jesus command to us is to “Go into all the World.”  The only way most of us will ever “Go into all the world” is through giving to others who will go in our place.  And the only way we can know to give is through education.  Find a way to educate your people in The Mission.
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