How to Get & Give Authentic Love

(Romans 12:1-10)

Do you long to be loved? To be a part of a group of people, that when you aren’t there, the conversation would be - where's (fill in your name). Do have that and want it? God wants you to experience that kind of love in the church family.

Thesis: To fulfill Jesus’ command to “love one another as I have loved you.” (John13:34-35)

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

How to Get God’s Best for your Life: Rom.12:1-10
According to Paul what God wants most from you … is YOU!

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.

1. God wants you to ____________ your life to Him. (V.1)
· The command: offer your body as a living sacrifice
· The motivation: The mercy of God
2. God wants you to be ___________ from the world. (v.2)
. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· Paul presents a “yes, no” proposition – No to the world, and Yes to the renewing of the mind.

3. God wants you to have a healthy _________________ of yourself. (Vv.3)

3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 

· We must possess an accurate view of ourselves
· Three Questions we will ask ourselves our whole lives:
1. Who am I?- A question of identity
2. Where do I belong? – A question of security
3. What am I supposed to do with my life? – A question of significance
4. God wants us ______ His love in _______to others. (Vv. 4-5)

4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others

· Authentic love: Getting the unconditional love of God from you to others. In other words giving another person what they need the most when they deserve it the least at great personal cost.

Application:  (Rom.12:9-10)

9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.
1. _______ a life of authentic love.
2. Be __________ to one another in authentic love.
3. Express ___________ always in its various ways
