“Five Things That Hinder Church Growth”

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction.”                     (2 Timothy 3:16; 4:2)

Having been in ministry now for 32 years I have discovered five things that contribute to a decline in church growth.  If we fail to acknowledge any one of these five, the end result is the eventual death of a church. The problem we are faced with is the failure of church leadership to be willing to make the necessary adjustments to overcome these five hindrances.  The primary reason being, we are blind to truth. What are the five things that hinder church growth? They aren’t what you think!

1. Nominal Christianity is practiced among the leadership/church body. Thus, not accepting the responsibility to become “Just like Jesus”.  

· Luke 9:23; Mark 1:16-17

2. Not willing to pay the price to accomplish the purpose for which we were created. 

· Ephesians 2:9-10; Luke 14:25-34; Colossians 1:16
3. Not willing to address the real problems and applying the unchanging principles of God’s truth/word. Locked in to traditional methodology. 

· John 12:26; 13:12-17; Eccl.7:10; Phil. 3:12-13
4. Lack of passion for OTHERS, being self-centered rather than Christ-centered in attitude/actions.  Allowing personal agenda’s to control our thinking.

· Matthew 9:35-38; Phil. 2:4-11
5. Actively praying for God’s power. 

· Luke 24:44-48; Acts 1:8; 2:42-47; 4:32-34; Colossians 1:28-29

To some degree every one of us are negligent in one or more of these areas.  It is crucial and essential that each of us examine our lives, taking an honest inventory of ourselves and asking God to convict our hearts in these areas where we are negligent. 

Then, we must make the necessary adjustments to our attitudes/actions, so we become the tool God uses to accomplish His eternal purposes. 

As Yoggi Berra said, “You can see a lot by looking”. Are you pleased with what you see?
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