Casting A Vision for the Future

What is our vision and mission?  In order to understand a vision and mission – we first have to understand the reality of who we are today.

Our reality is the “what is” of today.

Our vision is the “what could be” of tomorrow.

Our mission is the path we must take 

to take us from the reality of “what is” today, to the vision of what could be tomorrow.
Love God; Serve OTHERS, Impact the World

That is His vision, our dream, our destiny, our destination.  It’s fine to have a dream, but what are we doing about it?  Our mission is the “path we must follow” that takes us to the reality of today to the “what could be” dream of tomorrow.

Our mission: The steps of “THE POSITIVE PATH” -

Passionate Spirituality – it all starts here.  When we are passionately in love with Jesus and full of his Spirit something strange happens.  We start to see everybody differently; we are empowered for…

Open Loving relationships – We love others with the love of Jesus.  Then we want to offer all the world…

Satisfying Evangelism – We so love others that we want them to know Jesus.  And as we share the Good News of Jesus with others then they are going to need…

Inspiring Small Groups – Where they can be challenged by the Word and encouraged by fellow believers.  In those Small Groups we get inspired, we get ideas and so we as a church will continually need…

Tactical Structures – We have to perpetually adjust to the new “what is” of today to accommodate our people…

Investing in ministry – this is the natural result of the previous steps – we want to serve others and serve the Lord – Very naturally, all of this wells up into…

Vital worship and teaching – of course we want to worship the Lord and learn more and more about his way.  And we ourselves want to empower others to embark upon this mission and each of us engages, for the sake of others and the Lord in…

Empowering leadership – We lead others to get on the POSITIVE PATH.  The first step is to encourage and challenge them to live a life of “Passionate Spirituality” and right through the steps.
Do you understand our mission - it is THE POSITIVE PATH?
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Stepping in the way of the POSITIVE PATH is our mission.  This will take us step by step, from the reality of “what is” today, to the vision of “what could be” tomorrow?

How are you doing in the way of the POSITIVE path?  If we are to be all that God wants us to be we must start with being passionately in love with Jesus.  We are going to zero in on this first step of the POSITIVE PATH:  Passionate Spirituality.  You say, “Pastor, can you give me a flesh and blood model of what “Passionate Spirituality” looks like?”  I’m glad you asked!  

READ SCRIPTURE:  ACTS 6:1-7
Notice how that church prospered – it was through people who had come to live Passionate Spirituality.  Let’s drill down on the description of Stephen:

They chose Stephen, a man full of FAITH and of the HOLY SPIRIT.

1.
STEPHEN WAS FULL OF FAITH:

Corrie Ten Boom was a survivor of a Nazi Concentration Camp and emerged from loosing her family and all she had with a victorious passionate spirituality.  She proclaimed:

Faith SEES the invisible, BELIEVES the unbelievable, and RECEIVES the impossible!

If there is anything I want to be remembered for is that I was a man full of faith in the power of what God is able to do!

You might ask:  “Pastor, how does a person become full of faith?”  I’m glad you asked.

The great evangelist of the 19th century – Dwight L. Moody - gives us a direct answer:

I prayed for faith, and thought that some day faith would come down and strike me like lightning.  But faith did not seem to come.  One day I read in the tenth chapter of Romans, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  I had closed my Bible and prayed for faith.  I now opened my Bible and began to study, and faith has been growing ever since.”

But Stephen lived a life of passionate spirituality that made an impact in the world not just because he was a man of faith but also…

2.
STEPHEN WAS FULL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:

Task AHEAD of us is never as great as the power BEHIND us!

The pressure WITHOUT is never as great as the power WITHIN us!

He goes ahead, he comes behind he surrounds without and fills within – that’s the Power of the Holy Spirit!  The word used by Scripture to describe being filled with the Holy Spirit is: SANCTIFIED.  Now that’s a great word because we don’t use it today and so it’s meaning doesn’t get all messed up by over-use and abuse.  To be sanctified means:  to be SET APART.
Set apart from sin to purity.  Set apart from selfishness for God’s purpose.  Set apart from anger and bitterness and strife to God’s love and peace.  

Are you entirely sanctified?  The Scripture calls for it:

It is God’s will that you should be SANCTIFIED.









-1 Thessalonians 4:3

For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a HOLY life.  Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.









-1 Thessalonians 4:7

You might ask:  “But how can I do this?”  Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection – the 17th century monk whose thoughts are recorded in “The Practice of the Presence of God”, notes:

Lord, I cannot do this unless thou enablist me. 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and HE WILL DO IT.









-1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

APPLICATION:
Are you sanctified through and through?  Are you living a life of Passionate Spirituality.  Are you passionately in love and living for Jesus?  The Holy Spirit is telling you right now.  

